. Western PA College
" Success Roundtable

Welcome to our March
Meeting!

Guest Presenter: Mallorie Smith

fﬂm‘l Financial Wellness Coordinator

Mississippi State University



Upcoming Meeting Date

Save the Date!
» Wednesday, May 21st
o In-Person - Allegheny Intermediate Unit
Homestead, PA 15120
o 8 am to 9:30 am
o Details TBA




Statewide Webinar for Students and Families

Understanding and Comparing
Financial Aid Offers

Wednesday, March 19t
6 -7 pm

Register at pheaa.oro/virtual

PHEAA Statewide
Webinar

Understanding & Comparing Financial Aid Offers

The PHEAA Access Partners will present information on the steps

ould take after compls Free Applic for
Fe dent Aid SA®). They scuss the financia
"OC ategies to review and nd financial
s, and h mpar nt types of

6:00-7:00 PM (ET)



pheaa.org/virtual

Statewide Virtual FAFSA Completion Workshop

One-on-one assistance provided
virtually, via Microsoft Teams

- Tuesday, April 15t

- 30-minute sessions will be held
between 5 -7 p.m.

- Space is limited, so registration is
required

Open to any student/family completing
the 2025-26 FAFSA

Register at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pheaa-statewide-virtual-fafsa-

Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA®) Completion Workshop

Penvuslaania Figher Edvcation Assitance Agescy

Do you want one-on-one support with
completing the 2025-26 FAFSA?

jom us on Aprll 1, 2025

Virtual one-on-on istance will be provided

during o FAFSAC mpI etion Workshop from Aok A 2k

5:00-7 pM se register for your 30-minute session by oy, 15 e
i i AT 1] a

TheF.hFSAasksfor nformation about you and your financial situation. If you're married, you will need the same information
for your spouse. If you're considered a dependent student, you will need your contributor's information, too.

Visit pheaa.org/partner-accessik2-c b icati eds id-account pdf for more information.

\)Bf e filing the FAFSA, gather the following items: /
= Your StudentAid. id.gov Account username = Your 2023 tax il
SR NOTE: If you complete your FAFSA online, you will
: This may take time to process, 50 automatically mmm income and tax data
we recommend creating your account lmm the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and have it
4 days prior to filing the FAFSA. Visit nsferred into your FAFSA The Federal Student
id.gov/fsa-id/create- h Ai:l Direct Data Exchange is the preferred method to
to create your account. complete the FAFSA.
r Social Secu mber . Vwru.lrrant bank sutzmu'nsmdremrds of stocks,
r alien regist umb
citize:
of coll
lude o
e, d.
security m

completion-workshop-registration-1259703851129?aff=oddtdtcreator



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pheaa-statewide-virtual-fafsa-completion-workshop-registration-1259703851129?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pheaa-statewide-virtual-fafsa-completion-workshop-registration-1259703851129?aff=oddtdtcreator

Webinar Series with ECYEH

Wednesday, April 23 @ 6 - 7:15 PM
From Homelessness and Foster Care to Pursuing Higher
Education

Obtaining a postsecondary education is crucial for breaking the cycle
of poverty and homelessness, and it sets the stage for a healthy,

meaningful, and successful life. However, young people experiencing
homelessness and those in foster care encounter obstacles entering
postsecondary education. This presentation provides attendees with
valuable tips and resources to help ease the transition from high

school to higher education. This event is hosted by Tiffanie DeVan from
PHEAA and Sonia Pitzi from ECYEH.

Register at pheaa.org/virtual



pheaa.org/virtual

PHEAA Summer State Grant

Workshops *for Financial Aid Staff Y , pfﬁﬂ/z iammer
N orkshops

SAVE THE DATE!

Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency

> \[/)v?)trii rt?gse been set for the 2025-26 PA State Grant

June 17 Northampton Community College

» You will receive notification when registration opens
at PHEAA.org/training

June 23 PA State Grant Handbook Update
Session (Virtual)

July 1 Thiel College

» Visit the Training Events page on PHEAA.org to watch iy 8 Universiy of Pitsburgh-Greensburg
for new events and then click the “Register for an July 17 La alle University
upcoming SeSSion” link July 23 PHEAA Headquarters

> U pcom.i ng Kn OWledge Series Web_i nar: TBD Enhanced Learning Modules (Virtual)

PA State Grant Educational Costs
Collection

Monday, March 24, 2025, at 2:00-3:00 PM



https://www.pheaa.org/partner-access/training/index.shtml?src=mURL
https://www.pheaa.org/partner-access/training/training-events.shtml
https://www.pheaa.org/

2026-2027 Educator Workshops

Save the Date to join us for a free workshop, virtually or in
pgrson throughout the Commonwealth, to learn more
about:

- The upcoming 2026-27 FAFSA
- Federal financial aid programs
- Financial literacy resources

- Allegheny Intermediate Unit (Homestead, PA)
o Thursday, September 18t 9am - 12 pm

- Virtual Session
- Friday, September 26t 8:30 am - 11:30 am

PHEAA is a provider of Act 48 credits. At the end of the workshop, you will be provided a
link to a quiz. Successful completion of the quiz is required in order for you to receive
your Act 48 credits.




PA State Grant Update

After careful review, PHEAA has made the decision to step back from 2025-26 processing in
GrantUs and leverage our legacy systems for all 2025-26 PA State Grant and special programs
processing activities. Our legacy system is the system we used prior to the new GrantUS system we
released for the 2024-25 PA State Grant application. We anticipate this will take us several weeks
and are targeting April 2025 to begin launching the 2025-26 award year.

In the meantime, please continue encouraging your students to complete the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) as soon as possible as this is the first step towards eligibility across
many of our programs. Once we launch the 2025-26 award year, students will receive an email
instructing them how to access their account in the legacy system to complete the State Grant
process. Over the coming months, we will continue to assess the impact this decision has on
application deadlines and program processes across the PA State Grant Program and special
programs. As further decisions are made about 2025-26, we will share program specific updates

and resources with our program partners and students.




Grow PA Scholarship Grant (Grow PA Grant)

This program helps in-state students pay for school and builds the workforce for in-den
occupations in PA.

Up To $5,000 Per Year

Awards are first-come, first-served, so don't delay— get the application a
pheaa.org/GrowPA.

Apply for the Grow PA Grant If You Are...
A PA Resident Going to School in PA

» You must also complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA-), maintain satisfac
academic progress for Title IV financial aid, and attend a qualifying school at least half-time. In
addition, you cannot already hold a bachelor’s degree.

Enrolled In a Qualifying Major or Program

» There are over 460 eligible programs of study or majors that lead to in-demand occupations in a
variety of fields, such as agriculture, business, education, computer science, STEM, nursing, allied
health, and criminal justice.

Committed to Work an In-Demand Job in PA
» Grow PA Grant recipients must live and work in PA in their approved occupation after graduat
REMINDER: If you do not complete the work requirement, you must repay the Grow PA Grant as

Visit pheaa.org/GrowPA for the full eligibility requirements, approved majors, and other progra



pheaa.org/GrowPA
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